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! THE ITALIAM-AUSTRALIAN ALL SPORTS ASSOCIATION

38-42 FRAZER STREET, LEICHHARDT, 2040
= The Hon. J. Dawkins TELEPHONE: B2 (ME7

Minister fer Employment Education & TrainingP.0.BOX4s

Parliament House Canberra LEICHHARDT, M.5.W., 2040

ACT 2600

17th Decembser 1930
My Dear Minister.

Fo: Teaching of the Italian Lansuage

I Mamma Lena on behalf of the Italian Community,and the various
Italo/Australian Associations in Australia, would 1ike Lo present
to you several thousand signatures in tha form of a PETITION
praotasting against the intention by the Federal Government to
lower the priority given to the teaching of the Italian language
in Australian schools.

This our protest 1s the first phasa in the Tight of the release
af the "Green Paper”, Should the green paper make unfavourable
recommandations or to lower the current status of the teaching
of Italian the collection of more signatures to our petiticen and
our protestation will continue to, and beyond the release of the
"White Paper”.

The Australians of Italian background are well aware as I am
sure you are also well aware ot their contribution to the
developmant of this great Couhtry. We are therefore regussting
the highest priority for the teaching of our language 1in our
schools. We are indignant that our Tanguage should be relegated
to a lowar priority that it currently enjoys to behind that of
tha German and French, or any other languages.

We tharefore appeal against earlier indications by the Minister
and any Tuture decision which may be taken by the Faderal
Government to lower the status of the teaching of the Italian
languagea in our schools. &nd wa pray vou can help us maintain ths
rights of about one millien Austiralians of Italian backaround
maintain tTheir Tanguage and tTheir culiture which iz spread and

appreciated throwghout the waorld. The Government should not
forget thosze who have done =o much for their new, adopted
homeland.

In anticipation of your support I wound Tike to thank you on |
behalf¥ of the Ladies Committes of the APIA Club, the various
Italo/Australian Associations, and the “"Italian™ Community at |
large who have collaborated in the compilation of the petition ||
and pray you hear our plea. I wish to take this opportunity to|
wish you and your colleagues a Merry Xmas and a prosperous MNew |
Year.

Yours raspectfully

Cav. Lena Gustin, M.B.E. i
Prasident Ladiezs Committee




