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Teaching of Italian Language in Bustrallia Threatened

Fairly recently the Federal Minister for Employment,
Fducstion and Training (Mr Dawkins) promised & thorough-
going review of languaga teaching in Australia.

At the time, he proposed thet the government degignate
Japanesa, Chinega, Indonesian, French and German a2 being of
signifiomnt economic and sociml relevance to Au tralia. (In
the past, funding hes been forthecoming for languages that
heve besn so identified).

The outdry was such, that on 26th September the|Minlster was
foroed to backe=treck, evident in his stetement thet he
personally did not ses the necessity for changing the
existing priorities the government had for langyagaes taught.
In so eaying, he reiterated that the mattar would ha left to
two future official reports.

The first of the reperts will be s Gresn Faper that will be
presantad in Decsmbar next. It will form the pazis of a
public debate that will lesd to a White Paper, wpacted to
be resdy in the first half of 1991, whereln will bé sst out
the official and definitive course of actien (Aystralien
Literascy and Lenguage PFolicy).

Tha tone and tenor of the Minister's statement likely meant
that tha government was listening and that probably the
teaching of Italian would not be relegsted in Inportance.

|
rlthough the threat te Italien ssans Lu liove Loy everted
for now, there ig a nesd to be vigilant and re=dy for
action.

My wview ig that Italisn ghould have 2 significant place in
the government's plane, for after English, 1T 23 the moet
widespread language in Australis. It is Australia's second
lenguags in Australia. It is Australla's geCONng lenguege.
Down-grading it, 2s well as bedng an incompreheneible move,
ig insulting +6 the Itelisn-spesking community &nd plainly a
backward step economically end soclally.
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