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olce Vita?

explores the twentieth-century
ltalion presence in MNew Sauth
Wales. The exhibition tracas the
hittersweset experiences of ordi-
nary and extraardinary ltalian-
Australions from all walks of lile
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The influx of ltalian migrants in the
19205 and the postwar years
conlributed to the developmant of
our mulficultural sociery. Cathalics,
canecullers and cappuccine

symbolise only part of that stary,

The story also includes lalian-Australions who were part of the Allied war
effart during the First Warld War. However, Italy's entry inlo the Sccond
World War resulted in thousands of civilions being inferned. Cwer 18,000
ltalian priscners of war fram the MNarth African campaign joined them.

Fallowing their repairiation, many refurned fo setle in MNSW.

The Slote Librory acknewledges the generous support of
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The Siate Library of Mew South Waoles is commitied to W fiy & 7O
documenting cultural diversity in N3W. la Dolce Vita# ﬁ.m_,\,.L/b’K"/ ‘}f 5}{!_,-‘ At
showcases the rich holion-Ausiralian decumentary 1#;#_&5_,- '. “ : '.,zw;i-'-:"‘"“'
heritage of this State, preserved through the llalions in !:é -_ar LA av""" i .

Mew Scuth Wales Praject, o joint venture of The State . 'i,} .qltg,__._,l"_.' __u'h,.;;ud.,.-.ﬂ-a-...-"_,u-..f ’ QL
Library and the lalion Histarical Socisty [NSW), launched % R-'-f _.-\..-"'I i paaAa o
in 1989, The success of this partnership has led o other Ilt;w? L r;ﬂ- sz iﬂr‘}“l"‘.x j"‘m\;
effarts with the Gresk, Chinzse and Ukrainian communities, L qjﬂ;j_,-_,./\j'lif { e '-I“ ﬁ'{"
facilitated by funding from the Australian Bicentennial 1t o y 1_,.-".-":.-"-""1'&"": Seel
Multicultural Foundation and the Ukrainian Studies rop s S =

Faundation.

The following selection ol stories from Lo Delee Vita# represents o
mesaic of privaie and public lives documented threugh diaries,

letters, photagraphs, memorabilio, sketches, oral hizstory and video.

Answering the Call
During the First World War some of the bloodiast
campaigns weare fought on the ltlalian Frent in
narthern lkaly. Hundreds of llalionbarn Auvstralions
answered the call for reinforcements in fhe ltalian
Army. Four drafts of reservisis under the charge of
AlF officers left Sydney in 1918, Among those
repalrialed were Luigi Gariglio, later a founder of
the Italicn Chomber of Commerce in Australia in
1922, and Antonine Macinanie, a shopkeeper
from Marrondera, On the homefront, the N5SW
Government declared Italy's Day on 28 June 1918
to raise funds for the ltalian Red Cross. QOver

£30,000 was collected to assist the war relisf.

Mocinante cousins in ltalion national
costume fundroizing for the war effort, 1917
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o Behind Barbed Wire

f":l i \ On 11 June 1940 the bucolic lifesiyvle af Federico Bonizoli, a Sﬁ-yenr-:-ld poultry
'.i-’?-ﬂ - gt farmer from Sydney, was shattered. ltaly's entry into the war the previous day
alﬁl-"‘ e q’ ensured that. Bonisali was seized by two policemen and within wesks joined his three
i 1 BV youngar brothers and hundreds of fellow migrants in internment camps around

- I At L' Australia. Twao yaars later the numbers reached the thousands. However, the much
% ,',_1#, ey ] vaunted Fifth Column, the rotionale for the mass confinements, never evenlualed.
ij.h Lo Bonizoli caplured camp life in his diaries, rare hirsthand accounts of the intern

ment exparience. The banal daily cccurrences are recorded alongside the

brooding and violent coexistance of Fascist and anti-Foscis! internees.

La Volpe - “The Fox’
Edgardo Simoni was the most notorious talian
POW in Australic. A lieutenant in the Royal
llalian Army, he goined the grudging respect

of his captars while an sscapee from the POW

camps of Myrtleford and Murchizon in Victoria
and Hoy in NSW. On one occasion Simoni

wis on the run for ten months.

La Fioamma

Father Giuseppe Lo Rosa spent

only a decade on Australian soil,

but leh a rich legacy feor ltalian-

)

ardained from Rome in 193%. In the sarly Cold War years he founded the newspaper

Australians. He arrived newly

Lo Fiamma [The Flame] to counter rising fears of the Communist influence. Criginally to be
titled [’Aposialo [The Apostle), la Fiamma began publication in 19247, Father Lo Rosa

edited early issues of the newspaper before editorial responsibilities were assumed by the

Cnpuchin Francizcan Friars at Leichhardt, MNSW.




La Venesiana
During the 1950s many migranis arriving in Sydney
recaived their first Italion meal at Lo Veneziana in
Stanley Street, subsidised by the llalion Consulote.
The restourant became o populor meeting ploce of
llalians. Mew arrivals in
nearby boarding houses
were regulor customers.
Angioling and Carlo Lorenzi
were the muchJoved owners
of La Veneziana, Angialing
was adopted as a “mother’
ke hundrads of young
migrants including the Ialian
boxers wha fought af the
Sydney Stadium. Luigi
Coluzzi, one of these boxers,

is now the owner of Bar

Coluzzi at Kings Cross.

All Roads Lead to Rome

Vie Facchini arrived in Sydney as o teenoger batween tha wars. In the 1950: he made the first of
his pilgrimages to Italy. On the crest of lalion migrafion to our shores, Vic and his sister Lidia set sail
with their F] Holden on board. The Holden's robust chassis and perfermance caused a stir from the
Alps to the Appian Way, along the
auiostrods, ond the ancient sirests
and couseways. "Australia’s Own
Car’, the pride of postwar manu-
lacturing, challenged the ltalions’

pastoral image of Australic,




The Voice of a Community
Lena Gustin, radio broodeaster, journalist and
wellare warkar, is best remembered for her
popular evaning radio programs an 25M,
2CH, 2KY and 25ERFM from the 1950s to the
1980z. She became known os Mamma Lena, o
mark of the affectionate regard in which she

was held by her listeners.

Mamma Lena'’s advice and social columns in
[a Fiamma from 1957 to 1944 oltracted o
wide rendership. A tireless fundraisar, she helped galvanise support for the victims of o series of
natural disasters in ltlaly. In the late 19405 she assisted with the resstlement of Sicilian earthquake

victims in Ausiralia. In 1948 Mamma Lena was appointed MBE for services fo the community.

La Donna Moderna
Maria Teresa (Terry] Paliani, an lialion mannequin and fermer beauty queen, furned down a career
in Hellhyweod o madel high fashien in Australia. In 1955 Terry was one of four mannequins brought
cut by David Jones and the Ausiralian Wamen's Weekly for the first parades of llalian women's
fashion in Australia. This farmed part of a speclacular winter premotion of lalian dasign and
merchandise at Dovid Jones stores. After a whirlwind romance with an Australion businessman

during her heclic tour, Terry migrated and married o year later.




Help us preserve the ltalian-Ausiralian documentary heritage

Chne af the ralas aof the Skoe |i!::-|'|':||‘:.-' is toocollact infonmeation i:‘l-:_'lr_'l,rnlr_:r':lir|::'_| all aspechs of life in MHEW. The
canfribution made by Italionz must bhe preserved it the hislorical record is o be a feithfl ane. For this reazon
the Sate Li|:-r-:|r:.-' is co-operafing with ¢ ganizafions o nd individuals in the Holican COMmminihy la ¢ allect material

for the benaefit of future researchers.

The types of material we are sesking include: 1 Phatagrophs of cammunily activities, wark, homa life,
sport, business, etc. 2 Diaries, notebooks or leters describing the Irip to Ausiralio fram Iely (o

ltalian areas) and life in MN3W 3 Lefters describing life in NSW &

MNEW, such os correspondence, advertisements, stock records, ledgers, atc. tacards of communily
arganisations, clubs and societies, such as minuta b constitutions, correspondence, photagrophs ond
posters @ NEWSRORIETS, newsls nd NS U Elished in MW and written by Halians aor

gimed af the kalion coam ity T TI::JI:'Ii.‘E!":. crd broansc ipats ol inierviaws

Enguiries obout depasiting matarial in the Librery or about the Project generally may be directed ra Jomes
srdinator, The lhaliens in New South Wales Project, State Library of Mew Sauth Wales,

), Telephone: (2] 230 1506, Fax (02] 223 4084




