Mamma Lena Child Care Centre

{(Formerly “Sorella Radio Child Care Centre™)

ikt

z '|.

“lm i il s;!!!illl

I numi{ @
il =
Iiii-u. I i l|mf '“'""‘ i L

Calebrahng li's 20 Anniversary
28 April 1984
28 April 2004

Founded by Mamma Lena and Dino Gustin




11.30  *Arrival of Guests

12.0 *Official speeches
and presentations:
- Lorraine Vagli &
Angela Murgida for
20 years of service
*“Heart of Mamma Lena”
medal to the teachers

13.00 * BBQ
* Music by Enzo Giribaldi
* Cutting of a huge cake
offered by Marineve Bakery
at Five Dock
* Lottery draw

Fun and games for young and old
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A MESSAGE FROM THE ITALIAN CONSUL GENERAL DR. ANTONIO VERDE

The most heartfelt congratulations for the 20™ Anniversary of the Mamma Tena Child Care Centre.

Sinee the heginning, the Maimina Lena Child Care Cenire has had the important function of being a means of
cultural integration and social development for children of all ethnic backgrounds who are now part of the new
Auvstralian communily.

The Mamina Lena Child Care Centre with its 65 children from various backgrounds is also staffed by qualified
Leachers who themselves represent the many nationalities that is the Australian population thus creating a true
example of a valid working multicultural project ol social and educational importance.

The spirit of Mamma Lena and her many activities in Tavour of the Ialian-Australian community continues afler
her recent demise. She siill lives in the henefits the community derives from her selfless work.

Italy can be proud to have been the birthplace of someone like Mamma Lena who has translated Talian spirit,
culture and ethic inlo a prodigious body of work recognized bath by Italy and Ausiralia.

I sincerely wish that the Child Care Centre, the Mamma Lena Foundation and the Gustin family will keep alive the
principles that inspired Mamma Lena to work tirelessly to assist Ilalians integrate in this Australian land.

Tialian Consul General
Antonio Verde
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY
MAMMA LENA CHILDCARE CENTRE Inc.

Congratulations on celebrating
20 years of active community service in Fairfield.

" Mamma Lena Child Care Inc. was established
when prc:rfesrmna! childcare was still a new concept and it has

successfully traded for 20 years.

The many thousands of families that have benefited from
your presence remain eternally indebted.

Once again Congratulations!

Yours sincerely

P .
0¢ / F’IFJ ﬂaé\.
Joseph Tripodi, MP
STATE MEMBER FOR FAIRFIELD
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

In the past it was Mamma Lena who would be
writing these messages. This time, for the
occasion of the 20™ anniversary of the Mamma

# -  Lena Child Care Centre T am writing the message
¢ to honour the memory of Mamma Lena who left us
": on the 21¥ Seplember 2003.

I |

The Centre has always been a source of pride in the Italian community
who, together with myself and Mamma Lena buili it as a community
project to provide assistance to the many Italian families who lived in the
area 20 years. The Centre started with 435 children. Now, after the
extensions, 65 children attend the Cenire every dayv. Over the vears the
cultural mix has changed dramatically and we no longer have a large
number of Ttalian families in the area. Nevertheless, its wonderful to see
children from many cultural groups atiending the Centre interacting
harmoniously together. It gives us all great hope for the future.

I would like to thank all those who have made the Centre so special. The
teachers, the children, the parents and a particular thank vou to Lorraine
Vagli the Centre’s Director who has been the Centre’s driving force for
the last 20 years. T would also like to thank the members of the Board of
Truslees who give generously of their time (o meet the Centre’s legal
obligations.

[ look fnrwaqd to seeing all at the 21¥ celebrations in 2003.
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Dino Gustin
President Board of Trustees
Mamma [Lena Child Care Centre



THE STORY OF THE MARMMA LENA CHILD CARE CENTRE

Mamma Lena was 69 when the Centre was offically opened on the 28" April 1989. Behind the scenes
are almast 20 years of beurocratic bartles to make it happen. Why and how it was built is not easy 1o
explain, Perhaps a short ntroduction of Mamma Lena will help put it all in context.

|ena Gustin arrived in Australia with her family in 1956, At the time she was 42, a mother of three (the
first deceased), a teacher, a hotel manager and, logether with her hushand Dino, a presenter of variety
shows, A few davs after landing in Sydney, fate would have it that her destiny as the guardian angel of a
whole gencration of Italian migrants was sealed. She was asked to write an “agony aunt” column in the
lalian newspaper “La Fiamma" and shortly after was asked to conduct a one-hour radio program on
250, From 25M she moved to 2CH where the programs, produced by Dino, grew to three hours per day
with an unprecedented 12.5% foreign language content. Later the program went to 2KY — where Italian
music and messages had to be shared with dog and horse races. Lena also became the President of the
National Association of Migrant Families (ANFE), Each ol her many activities enabled her to help
thousands of new immigrants assimilate into the Australian way of life. Along the way she became

“Namma Lena™, mother to the Italian community.

In 1963, and in conjunction with a radio program of the sarne name, she and Dino founded the “Sorella
Badio Welfare Fund” with the aim of providing assislance to individuals or groups in need. For her work
Mamma Lena was later to be awarded the Italian Title of Cavalicre in 1967, the MBE in 1968 and the title
of Commendatore (Ttaly™s highest award) in 2000

As President of ANFE, Mamma Lena and her committee were planning the construction of an aged care

centre but in 1968, in the'middle of planning the project, the Talian city of Sicily was hit by a devastating

carthquake and fund raising was diverted to assist the thousands of displaced persons that the catastrophe

created. Through Mamma Lena’s radio programs the community was generous and the money raised was

personally taken by Dino to the Sicilian town of Poggioreale where a child care centre for 100 children

was buill to meet the needs of that stricken community. e

It also became clear that Ttalian familics in Sydney also needed

child care facilities. Fairfield at the time was an obvious choic

as many Ialian families had settled in the (abramattaFairfield

municipality.

In 1969 at a function at the Marconi Club also altended

by Janice Crosio and the Hon. Ferguson, the idea of a

child care centre in Fairfield - to be called the “Sorella

Radio Child Care Centre” - was mentioned. Janice Crosio

at the lime was the President of the Ladies Committes of

the Marconi Club. She was later to become Mayor of

Fairfield and & State and Federal Member of Parliament

and throughout her political career she has been 2 greal

supporter of Mamma Lena and the Centre,

In 1970 fund raising for the Sorella Radio Child Care

Centre begins in camest. At the time when listcners

to Mamms Lena’s radio programs wrote to her requesting

a song or a special grecting, they usually included a couple

of dollars in the letter. This money was set aside for the

Centre. Every time a [unction was organized, the money

raised was set aside for the Centre, A house al 4 Hamplon

Street Fairfield was purchased and demolished and archifect

Gino Volpato was commissioned to draw up the

plans for the Centre — as seen on the right - only to see them
&




modem” . Over many vears the plans were modified and

finally accepted but not without controversy as seen in the

newspaper article of the time. Eventually, and with the help

ol the Hon. Janice Crosio, the Federal Government granted
: ; o $160.000 to build the Centre. Finally, in 1979 the laying of

VRSN il Ao, . B P il el Bl e 3 g 4 el whornid megnn 0 G s N "

o T et e e, i s oy the first stone at a ceremony allended by hundreds of puests

e i 55 "L T e R e, T

2 st 1 e mres e wiies ey ameang whom the Hon, Janice Crosio, Senator Bonner

T Sl gl iy B gyt B e b dan P o - - ‘s w
rgd i e 3 B s s | PR represcoting the Federal Governmeni, the Italian authorities,
o= i :-_u.l-.\.p-n-.-q.m:u Hl-nd;h-u-\-.-...- = % . : T

aeeis i pe mmspemsnes . Memebers of the Sorclla Radio committee: Nick Scali,

L i B il b e rer R .

Stroug e = George La Paine, Lorenzo Marchello, Mamma Lena, Father
"' backiag s e LS Mantovani and Dino Gustin, A company called FAXIS had

s TR peen piven the job of constructing the Centre, Work begins
wilh the construction of the Walls, roof, windows and doars
and then stops. The treasurer, George La Paine regretfully
informs the Committee that the money has run out.
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For a yvear and a half, the Centre is left half completed and

looks a sorry sight. The authorities were Fﬂ ¥ nd ﬂti on Etﬂ ne

not able (o help and, left in that state, the

Centre was a tangible reminder of shattered Ia id fﬂr ce nt e

dreams and a black mark against the Italian  mwo veas of hard work s=d frstration ended fara grougers
raivers recenlly with the layirg ol tha frn vione for &
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On the 1% April 1980 came the tuming point. The
Sorella Radio Committee comprising of Nick Seali,
George La Paine, Joe Finn, Dino Gustin, Lorenzo
Marchetto and Mamma Lena, met at the premises
of the Italian Chamber of Commerce which, at that
time, was in Leichhardt

Dino makes a momentous decision. He will fake
on the responsibility of finishing the Centre with
the help of volunteers!

Dino mobilized everyone in the Italian community.
Dozens of people and firms pledged their support.

With love and a big Italian heart Dino and his team
tumed a desperaie situation into a winner,
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How the Centre looked for one and a
half years.




T is fitting that we remember some of these unsung heroes because without their commitment the Child
Care centre would certainly not be standing.

(We list the major volunteers in alphabelical order)

Alde BREDA who installed the stainless steel toilets, the windows,
the 10 meter sliding doors and built the tables and chairs.

Charles BUDA for the kitchen.

Alfredo FERRARA and his son who with a front-end loader and a
truck took away 10 loads of soil and rubbish.

Luciano MARSON who provided Dino with a labourer one day per
week and then, two days before the opening, brought along 10 warkers
and a cement truck to lay the foothpaths.

MENDUNI Gé& F who donated the statues,

Giovanni SPADA who provided three workers (o lay the tiles all
around the building.

Santo TORRESAN who with his son Domenico would come every weekend (o
Build fences, gates and columns. I

TRIPOLONI Brothers who built all the cabinets.

Others who, at the time, gave gencrously of their time or contributed financially were:

Adrano Etnes Club, G. Aiello, Alitalia, Angelo Anastasi, Cardinale Antonio, K. Bedano,
Benson & Hedpes, Silvia Biasetto, G. Bortolin, Peter Bertolisso, Domenico Cammareri,
Vince Cammareri, Aldo Cantafio, Pina Cantale, Cantarella Bros. R. Carniato, A. Caruso,
C. Caruso, Antonietta Cassisi, S, & G. Castorina, . Ceinar, M.R. Cerizza, Tonino Cerizza,
Nicola Cerrone, G. Cipolla, Maria Coco, Clara Comisso, The Hon. Janice Crosio MP, Mario
- Della Cioppa, Paola De Romanis, Attilio Di Gianni, Daniela Di Gianni, Frank Di Marco,
A.Di Michiel, Sandra Di Ramio, Angelo Duria, C. Failla, D. Falchi, Pino & Mary Falvo,
Gino Ferlauto, Alfredo & Lueia Ferrara, Fausto & Mario Ferrari, Ferrero Australia,
Fiorelli & Co., Dr. Vittorio Fioretto, Loretta Fiorini, Vicki Fontana, Mario Fuda, A. Gerli,
Alfredo Germano, 11 Globo, International Florist, Father Alberico Jacovone, Jolly Studio,
l.a Fiamma, Vincenza Lampasona, George La Paine, Leichhardt Hardware, L. Leschi,
C. Longo, Francine Mammone, Brother Lorenzo Mantovani, Rosalia Marasco, Lorenzo &
Emily Marchetto, Marconi Club, Grazia Marson, Antonella Mazzilli, Dr. Alvise Memmo
(Ttalian Consul General), G. Merlino, L. Mongelli, Giovanni Monticeiolo, Peter Murgida,
Raffaella Nesci, F. & R. Nicolosi, Nick Seali & Co., Clemente Nigro, Tony Noiosi, France
Pace, A. Pacchicrini, Sammy Palazzolo, N. Favan, Angelo Piccini, Flavio Pinizzuti, Sam
Proto, Peter Romano, Joe Rosa, Sandra Rover, Scalabrini Village, Nick Scali, Scundi Bros.,
Federico Simonetto, Filippo Signorelli, Ivana Smaniotto, I. Soligo, M. Soligo, 5t. Elia
Sepolta Ass., Sam Stagnitta, Brother Stephen (Society of St. Paul), Luigi Stivala, A. Taccori,
Bruno Tava, Laura Tedeschi, Angelo Testa & Mr. Arlotia, Salvatore Tornatore, Architect
G. Vaolpato, Cav. Carlo Zaceariotto,

To thank the main volunteers, Mamma Lena and Dino prepared the life story of cach to be read on radio
and for publication in their 714 page book “70 Years of Memaries in Two Worlds" which was launched
in 1988.

On the 28 April 1984 the official opening of the Sorella Radio Child Care Centre for which Dino
produced the “Weleome to Open Day™ yer. On the next page are the pictures ol Deborah Watson, the

first Director. and the team she gathered together with the first groups of 45 children to attend the Centre.
(ol g )



THE FIRST YEAR
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OUR 2004 TEAM

Lorraine VAGLI
Diirector
Celehrating 20 yrs with Centrc

Elena
GARZINITI GO

Fina Katrina Matalie Cristina
MURGIDA PACE TRUONG VAGLT VARELA
Celebrating 20 yrs Atereded Centre s
i T il SRR VY WEAT (M

with the Centre ’P" = Lo
i-! W =5
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R
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Micoletia Lyndal Jacqui

VICARETTI WILKINS WILSON
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Although the Centre had been buill by Mamma Lena and Dino (ustin with the help ol the [talian
community, children of all ethnic hackerounds have always becn welcome. And, as it is 5o prevalent in a
multicultural country like Australia, the Centre is now truly representative of many cullural groups within

the group of children amd teachers.

At the oflicial opening of the Centre, Mamma Lena, together with the Hon. Dr. Richard Klugman unveils
ke plaque bearing the names of the Board of Directors at the time. On the plague are also the names of
vanous authoritics who had assisted with the construction ol the Centre. The marble plaque had been

donated by Frank Di Marco and the Cenlre was blessed by Father Albengo.

Hon. Janice Crosio, Dr. Alvise Memmo, ltalian Consul General in Sydney, Mamma Lena,
Hon. Dr. Richard Klugman, M.P. at the official opening of the Serella Radio Centre 28t April 1984

Fr. Alberigo blessing the Centre




In 1983-84 funds were still & problem and the Centre was struggling financially. As a fund-miser, Dino
organized a “Miss Charity Queen” pageant. As seen below, 12 yvoung “princesses” entered the contest
and for 12 weeks Mamma Lena featured one of them m turn on her radio programs. This helped to
introduce the contestants to the community at large and to explain the importance of the funds to the
Cenlre.

The event was coordinated by Mrs, Vicki Fonatana and the winner was Grazia Marson who raised
$14,000 for the Centre. Like her father, Grazia did all she could 10 ensure that the Centre was successfl.
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On the following page is how the local paper reported the evenl.
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1985 was a time of upheaval for the Committee. Nick Scali and George La Paine resigned because they
considered their task had come to an end and the Secretary, Renzo Marchetto and his wife Emmly went Lo
live in the Blue Mountains, Givseppe Calabro® needed to go interstate for business, Fr. Mantovani was
transferred to aly and Mr. Taccor unforlunately died.

Mamma Lena, Dino Gustin and Mara Coco were still part of the Committee but new members were
urgently needed. Mrs. Vicki Fontana and Mr. Mario Mura joined the Commiitee and became the Vice
President and Secretary respectively. Another blow was the resignation of our first Director Debbie
Watson. Her place was filled by Mrs. Lorraine Vagli who, to this day, is still the Centre™s Director,

The Centre was doing well and the list of children waiting admittance was growing, The problem,

however, was the lack of paying area and in the late 80's the opportunity arose to purchasc the house next
door. This immediately doubled the children’s play area and the Commilles thought that the house would
make an ideal Community Cenire for the Italians in the area.

The Community Centre remained & dream _ S e S,
and the pressure of children on the waiting S 31FOCT. 1993 10T ANNIVERSARY of

list made the Commitice reconsider its plans. "SORELLA RADIO" “ENTRE
E - d CHILD CTapRE CEMNTRE ) -
The house would be demoelished and the : LAUNCH of THE NEW PROPOSED ) i o = Y

Centre would be expanded . In 1993 architect DESHGN EXTETSION

Amaldo Rello was approached to draw plans

for the extension and the plans were launched

an the 31 October 1993 for all to see, However,
it would be a few vears before the project came to
fruition. In the meantime, in July 1995 the Sorella
Radio Child Care Centre had changed its name Lo,
the Mamma Lena Child Care Centre,

In 1997, after changes of architeet and plans, and
a sizeable grant from the government, construction
on the new extension finally begins. Mamma Lenal
and Dino are totally unaware of what 1s happemng
az Dino was critically ill in hospital at the time and
it would be at least 2 year before he and Mamma
Lena see the new wing which was officiallv opened
in April 1999, The Centre would now have a apacity of 63 children with a totally new baby’s wing — the
“Bunny™ room.

The Hon. Janice Crosin cots the ribbon to officially open the new wing of the Mamma Lena Child Care Centre.
L5




“The Torch™ of 14 April 1999 ran the following
article which also shows the Hon. John Aquilina
unveiling a bronze bust of Mamma Lena which
some members of the [talian community had
commissioned from the renowned artist Terrance
Plowright in honour of Mamma Lena.

The bust is permanently displayed in the

office wing of the Centre.

(n the marble hase which was donated by
Frank Di Marco & Son, is the following
inscrplion:

“No one will forget the
contribution Mamma Lena

made during the difficult years

of immigration to Australia.

A reminder to future generations”.
The inscription is followed by the
names of all those who donated to the
commissioning of the bronze:

APIA Club, Ass. 8. Antonio di Padova
Protettore di Poggioreale ,

Ass, 8. Francesco di Leichhardt,

COLASIT. NSW, Italo Auvstralian Club,
Marconi Club, Italo Mazzola, La Famiglia

Di Blacktown, Teresa e Sabato Monzo,

Nick Scali, Givvanni Spada, Stefano Jewellery,
Daniele & Vittoria Velcich, Nat Zanardo

New wing for
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Terrance Plowright -A gifled and prolific artist
Terrance specializes in large works of artin many
ediums. Terrance was invited by the World Counell
of Churches — Geneva Headquarters, to be the
sculptor and artist in residence for the 1991

Congress. In 1993 Hazel Hawke launched a book on

his plass and sculptural work.

unveiled bust: L-R
Amelia Capogna,

! Concetta Fioravanti
! Wells, The Italian

¥ Vice Consul, The
Hon.
MP, The Hon John
Agquilina, Mamma
Lena, Elaine Labra
from DOCS and Dino
(;ustin

Janice Crosio



[n 2000 a new Board of Trustees was elected with the addition of Amalde Bello, Ivana Smaniotto, Joe
Buda, Rosalba (Gustin and later John Orlando, Rose Cantali and Vince Ruggeri.

Some af the memhbers of the Board of Trustees with Mammua Lena;
Rosalba Gustin, Rose Cantall, Tvana Smaniotta, Amelia Capogna, Joe Buda, Joho Orlands and Dine Gustin,

Mamma Lena lelt us in September 2003 but her spirit will live on with the Mamma Lena Child Care
Centre and the Mamma Lena Foundation which was established in 2001 to continue Mamma Lena’s
charitable activities. She will also be remembered through the countless songs, poems, articles, books
and testimonials that sing the praises of a modest and generous person who, despite being honoured by
bath the Italian and Australian governments with some of the highest awards that they could bestow, she
was happiest when simply called “Mamma Lena®.

The medal “Heart of Mamms Lena®™ on which is written:
“Life passes but the good done remains™
17
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Drawn 1¥* May 2004 on the premises of the
Mamma Lena Child Care Centre
4-6 Hampton Street, Fairfield
(Total prize value in excess of $3000)
Rolled gold necklace and bracelet set offered by Wellth Developments
Silver framed painting offered by Caruso Giftwares, Five Dock
%300 voucher lowards a Samantha Bree family photograph portrait
$200 voucher towards a Samantha Bree family photograph portrait
Chanel Pin
Bridge Climb offered by Bridge Climb Pty Ltd
Basket of fiuits offered by Hamilton Road Fruit Market and Deli
A “Ferrar™
100% Silk Blouse
TimeStone Superclock
Beach towel
Italian bath sheet, yellow
Ttalian hath sheet, blue
Ladies/men’s watch
Anna Chandler wall decoration
Country Stars double CD
FM Auto Scan Radio
Stealth Radar Shield (advanced phone radiation defence)
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SPECIAL THANKS:

The Board of Trustees of the Mamma Lena Child Care Centre would like give

special thanks to:
. Mr., & Mrs. Raiti of Marineve Cakes and Pastries in Five Dock for their gift
of the wonderful large cake they offered for the occasion,

® Lorraine Vagli and the Centre’s team who give so much to make the Centre
very special.

. Tohn and Connie Orlando, Amelia Capogna and Rosalba Gustin for some of
the lottery prizes in the list above,

* Rene Baissari, Michael Carlin and Samantha Middleton our parents’®

representatives on the Management Commitlee and their commitment to the
Centre. We also thank them for the lottery prizes they donated/sourced.

. To all the parents and children who fill the Mamma Lena Child Care Centre
with love and laughter.

I




bbbttty | A Buda & Associates
Ehalia 2V e o A SOLICITORS & BARRISTERS & COVEYANCERS

~ SR

EESSsEaS HELPING AND GUIDING YOU WITH:
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Family Law
Property Law
Insolvency Law
Estate Fianning
Criminal & Civil Litigation

Commercial Law
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Contact: Joseph Buda, Carl Buda or Anthony Buda

52 Park Hoad, Cabramatta N5W 2168
Telephun-&: O727-5511
LFax: 9726-1361
Email: budalaw@Alpha.neta
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Dongratulations [ Health & Beauty Products
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famma Lena Child Care Centre _
on its 20" anniversary. e : e
We trust you are enjoying - For your complimentry consultation g
the new stairs and paving S '. 5 T :
we did for you. CALL
6 Bright Place Ph. 9823 2629 JOHN ORLANDO 0416 220055
Edensor Park 2176 040034622 email:johnconniec@markerman.com

PO BOX 446 FAIRFIELD 1860



