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APPOTHTMENTS TO SPECIAL EROADCASTING SERVICE BOARD

The othnic Communities' Council of Victoria (BCC) over the last three
yYears has been a:tivelf invalved in pressing the need for involvement

of ethnic communities in decision-making processes in Australia.

The BECC has rejected any.tnkeniﬂm nanded to ethnic communities hy
r the Government in the form of Epgmjniments to zdévisory bodies of
persons with ethnic names who have no involvement with ethnic
communities. If ethnlc communities are to be part of the ftotal
i

Australian community, then il iz imperative that they bscome part

of the decision-making processzes.

In the area of ethnic broadcasting it has generally been the policy
of the Government toe appeint persons wilh an ethnic background but
with no commitment or understanding of ethnic communities' needs

to pesitions which require bolh a thorzough understanding of those

needs and an active participation in ethnic affairs.

The old Board of the Special Brosdeasting Service {(SES) has heen
criticised by the Ethnic Television Review Panel (ETRD) as being
ineffective, inefficient, &and insemsitive to ethnic community ﬁaeds-
Fuil:r;-.ring the report of the ETRP, the Government committed itself &o
the establishment of the Independent Multiculturzl Broadcasting
Corporation (IMBC). Unfortunakely, because of difficulties in the

T

impilementation commllbtes was appointed for its establi=hient.

The Government underteck to press on with the principles of the IMBC

even though it had to use the present structure of the SB5. It further
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