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MEDIA AND COMMUNITY RELEASE

The dramatic changes in the radio broadcasting field foreshadowed by the Department of the Media. the
Priority Review Staff, the Australian Broadcasting Control Board and other Government instrumentalities
have found resounding echo in the media and the community at large and have stirred a great number of
groups (ethnic. cultural, etc.) into action.

The lack of pre-existing criteria, and the scarcity of specific information, have made it difficult for most of
these groups to formulate precise schemes.

The Italian community, the largest ethnic group and also one of the most disadvantaged from a social and
cultural viewpoint, has formed into an independent association called R.1LA. Radio Italo- Australiana in order
to apply for a radio broadcasting licence. R.LA. is backed by a Foundation Committee consisting of over 160
members of the community (business leaders, teachers, professional men, private individuals. delegates
from clubs and associations, etc.) and by tens of thousands of members of the community who have in-
dicated their approval of the R.I.A. project by signing petition forms. This project. revealed by the media
somea months ago, was formally and officially launched on November 2 ult. in the presence of the Foundation
Committee, the Italian Consul General for NSW, Dr Giuseppe Altomare, and observers from the Department
of the Media, the Priority Review Staff, the Australian Broadcasting Control Board, the Film and Television
Board of the Australian Council for the Arts, the Public Broadcasting A.lﬂm:lntlun and the Music Broad-
casting Society of NSW.

The Shadow Minister for Immigration, the Hon. MJR McKellar, M.H.R.,'was also present and the Minister
for Labour and Immigration. Mr Clyde R. Cameron, M.H.R., who was in Brisbane, sent a telegram of
apologies which was publicly acknowledged and read: ™. .. | do wish the Radio Italo Australiana every
success and regret | cannot be there to launch this project.”

Despite the paucity of the guidelines available, R.1LA. has drafted a scheme which could offer directives fior
the guidance of others. It respects the need of community participation and involvement by providing a co-
operative structure and a series of commitiees which would plan, implement and control programming and
operations. It considers the needs of ather ethnic minorities, numerically insufficient and financially weak, by
fostering their participation and/or by intending to provide access to them. It realistically appraises the im-
possibility of a single radio station catering for all ethnic groups, but rather than egotistically pool its
resources with the second largest ethnic group after the Italian, the Greek community, suggests that these
two groups form the nuclei of two separate entities, each surrounded by an equal share of all the other ethnic
minorities, It further realises that the financial strain on government funds, at this moment, could not be
welcome and intends to fund the project and run it onsits own resources. The inaugural speech by the Chair-
man of R.1.A.. Mr Pino Bosi, provides an answer to all questions asked, and even to soma not yat formulated.
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