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14th August,1974.
Minister for the Media

Tl . =

Dear 3enator MeClelland,

Registration of Intention to apply
for a Public Broadcasting Iicenca,

s ——

The Community Radio Federation (Melbourne) wishes
to register its intention to apply for a publie broadeasting !
licence for a ftransmission area encompassing the Melbpurne '
community (Melbourne Metropolitan Regional Area).

It is underatood that auch an application would
be in keeping with the policlezs of the Australian Government
which encourage community involvment in the radio media and
encourage the establishment of community radic stations to meet
specific social and cultural needs in the community. '

Thege policiea have been expressed through the
Federal Cabinet's acceptance,in principle,of the recommendations
of the F.M.Inquiry (MeLean Report)and the Minister's statement
opening the Media Department's COonference of 3rd & 4th July, 'T4. '

Background: i
The Community Radio Federation,(C.R.F.),is a i

federation of community groups concerned with the establishment
and operation of en independent,non-profit radio station to
enable groups and persons representing & wide range of communidty
interests and concerna to have regular communication with the
Melbourne metropolitan region. Further details are given in the
paper presgsented by the C.RH.F.at the Media Department's recent _
Public Broadeasting Conference =copy attached to this letter. i

Type of Licence sought:

The licence should allow transmission of a general |
interest program (including music),on a power of 500-1,000 Hattai
]
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with a freguency allocation in the A.M. broadecast band,preferably
near the top end of the band (1,400 -1,600 kHz).This would provide
adequate coverage of the Melbourne mefropolitan region and would |
not impose prohibitive antenna,=sife and equipment costs. !
Iicencing under the Wireless and Telegraphy Act is preferred to
licencing under the Brosdcast and T.V.Act,since the latter

would impose unnecessarily rigid technical and program astrietures
on community radio groups. /2 '



