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¥, Do Foster Fadoral Ddrcetor of Australian
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lir. Treadcan inteodveed Mr. Foster, Federsl Director of ‘LJ-W‘E'
fuatralian Coumsreizl Brozdcesters and thenled him for his atiendadcs.

Before calling on Mr. Fogter, . Freedman outlined the
purpoze af She Froadeasling Sub, Commitiee and provided some relevant
background informe24ion.

The Coomittes's mole mas Lwo-Fold he said
(8) To raview the faoilities available for bi-lingual

breadeoasting.

(v) To adviee the linister, throush the Task Feree Committee
oth the better uase of bl-lingual broasdcesting to advance
the integraticon ef oew settlers.

M. TFreedman explained thaet when radic 20H re-orgsnised its
Lrogramme arrenfements, bi-lingeal programmes were discontinued snd 2WL
dropped 1t6 range of sthnic prograemes.

In November 1973, as a result of representations to the
HSrondessting Control Dosrd to amend the standards which placed
limitations on the smount of Foreign langusge broddczets, restrietions were
remaved.

The 2% limitation has since been lifted but the requirsments
thet the content of material be broadeast in English has been retaineﬂ.l

Tha present sltuaticn waz that there has been an oversll
rafiuetion in foreign language Broadcasting.

———



ldggording to figures availzble from the Brosdeasting Contzol
Boerd, at the end of 1973 some nineteen commercial stations had bi-
regular bi-lingual programmes, broadeasting io some six languages 35 hours
05 pinates weckly.

This compared with a figure in June 1372 of twenty four stations
btroadeesting twelve more hours waekly.

lir. Freedman, commenting on the attitude of the jlusiralian
Broadecesting Commission =zaid that Sir Roberft Madgwick in reply to a
letter from Senator MeClelland, Minister for the HMedis in May, 1973 said
that the ABC recognised its obligation teo new settlers but felt that
programees could not, st this stage, be extonded beyond "Learning English"
and "Contact". ;

Sir Fobert said thet it w=s oot practicable {o supply regulax
programmes for ethnic groupe as it would be physically imposeible fo effard
equal time to all groups. The ABC already had certein commitiments, he
eeid, and was not able to extend them.

Iz, Freedman sxplained thet the Federal Government could eniorce
Dﬁﬁlt;ﬂﬂE&LlanuE, bt eould not impose uncommeraial propositicns on
comesrcial staltions.

Within the present structure of sir time 1t was not possible to
gatiafy every cammundty.

Mr. Freedman then went on to speak of the Broadeasting Sub.Committes's
approach %o the Inguiry into F.H. Proadeasting.

Ba gaid that the F.M. bapd would provide opportunities In &
ne'W arai.

Then the Minister for the ¥edia announced the lifting of
rostrictiona on foreign langusge broadcesting, he indieated an intereset in
heering from pecple in the community wanting sccess to sirmaves, Mr. Freedman
gald.

The Department of the Media, in an snnouncement in the press on
19 Jamuery 1974 called for an approach from the public wmanting access to the
medis in its present form.

Mre. Arens ssid thet she, in fect, had been in contact with KHr.
Robert Moore abouwb the poseibility of certsin ethmic groups appesring on &
certain programme but she said she, snd others, no doubt had found it difficult
%o gssemble an erticulabe group from ethnics.

Mr. Foster seid that, in his opinion, access television wez aimed
more at politiesl =nd philosophical levels rather than mecting the needs of
EigTant SToups.

Hrs. Arena sgreed that producers sought individuals or groups who
mould meke interesting viswlog.



it this stage Mr. Presdmap summsrised for members the staticna
currently presenting bi-lingual progracmes -

X 2Ch - Canberra - helf hour - Itallan.
& 2EY - Bydney - half hour - Lebanese, half hour - Gzeek,
tvelve hours Italisn.
2l - Sydney — hbalf hour Itsli=n.
eEA toomba - onme and half hours - Greek.
Y 21M - Liemore - half hour - Italian (recently discontinued).
¥ 2RG - Griffith - two hours - Italian,
2WL - Wollongong - ton minutes Creatisn (discontinued).

JCE - Colac - one snd three gquarter houre - Creek, half hour German.
3GL - Geelong - three hours twenty minutez - Creek.

T IRE Wongaratta - one hour - Italian.

+ 38R - Shepparton - helf hour - German, hoalf hour - Itelian.

4 JUW - Warragul - balf hour - Gexrman, half hour - Italiam,
J¥B - darrnaabosl - half hour - German.

+—4i@ Briebane - one hour - Greek, one and halif hours - Italian.

+44F - Ayr - twonty mloutes - Italianp,

- ACA -~ Cairne -~ two half hours - Italian Ediﬂcnnﬁinuﬂdj.

+ 4K% ~ Innisfail - one and balf hours - Italian.
AN - 4delzide - one hour - German.
SHY - Fonmark - oone hour fifty miruies - Groek,
THT — Hobart - half hour - Polish.
dDF - [arwin - ooe hour - Gresk,

In June, 1%72 radio 2CH Sydnay had broadecasted sixtesn hours,
Cifty five minutes, covering Italian, Greeck, Yugoslav, Malisse and Lebanase.

Stations 44K Toowoomba, JAI0 Atherton and ABK BErishane haed also
broadecast Itslisn programmes, he said.
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Address by Mr. Fosier,
Federal Director of Australian Commercial
Sroadcasters @ -

. Foster explained to members that the Federation wes a Treade
Aseppietion of Commerclial Btations and represented all one hundred and
eighieen commerciel atations in Asusirelia in & variety of matiera including
legal, industrial end copyzight maiters,

The Federation did not involve itself ih the prograoming of
individual staticos, s powers were limited, he said.

————— o
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Hr. Poster outlined briefly the history of bi-lingual programmes.

Seme thirteen yosrs ago it had been the policy of the Governmsant and
the Hroadcasting Control Bosrd to reduce Toreign lengusge progremmes to a
minimum, Until this time Shewe had been meny suck prograumes on sir,

At thiz time, also, commercial stationz were losing revenue to
Televizion and were =eeking replacement Programmes which were commercially
viable. Following thiz, the Droadeasting Control Board imposed the 23% limit
on foreign langusge broadeasting.

It was 8t about thiz time that POOSranning procedures were being
revigsed by Sydney snd Melbourne stations.

Frogrummer became more =pecialised and the usual drsma and quisz
Programmes disippeazed. tatlons realised the importance of & definite formst,
Almaet 811l stations developed this and rathlesaly maintained it,

gpeeking of the difficulties of broadcasiing foreign programes,
Mr. Poster said that the commereial impaius must be remambared.

The lifsing of resirictions by the Iroadeasting Control Boars
would probably have little affect.

The onu=s had simply been trunsferred from bhe Government to the
stEticna.

Mr. Foster said that many foreign language programmes in the past
hed been of very poor gquality.

Mr. Schauble said he felf that s bi-lingual programme should ba aimed
At an sugtralian listening audience ag well,

He =5id that items of intarest from news in Australia and oversess
abtracted an Australisn audience and appealing music had alwayz held their
interast,

Mr. Schauble cutlined the format of his own ProgranDe,

Ie admitied that the German langusge programme atiracted an audience
ineluding Germans, Austrians, gWiss, Tutch and Hungsrien — bat svrangely, the
reactions were forthcoming from the Australisn listeners,

Mr. Colomerie peloted out that this format may not be poseible for
other athoic broadoasta.

dr. Sahar agreed and said thet he could understand that OCOSTEMmaS
in Greek would not be acceptable to australisan audisnges.

Mr. Foster added that an uninteresting format with lengthy, commereials
was unaceeplable in any langusge,

lirg, Arana said thet if forelgn langusge programmes were o ald Lhe
integration process migrente would have o he Eiven news and music from their
homelands.



The migrunta’'need was for somethine at his owe lewel ip that period when
he was still learning English.
&

Mr, Colomeriz =aid that he found it gquite disturbing fto realise that
compercial staticns had broadeast programses for migranks at e tlme af nead.

gpongors of these progremmes hed obwiously helped stations owver hazd
times, and now thet things were on & sound commercial besisz the needs of the
migrant community had been abaplutely disragarded.

Hr. Colemeris felt thet migrant groups were being diecriminated agsinat.

He suid that accepiting that copmercial ststions were ruthless business
coneerts they had no rigbt to desprive netional goupe fram hesring their own
music,

. Foster ssid that he epprecisied these viewa but warned that ha 4id
not feel thet snoy form of compulsion on comsmercial stations would have Tesulis,

Mr. Fogter agreed thet there was discrimination but denied that 1T was
bazed on rTade,

He said that meny other non-migrant groups and religious groups were
prepared %o pRy for time but were deniad the opportunity o broadcast.

Tha fact wee that such programmes ares basically noet anfertaining.

Yir. Poster agread {that there were many group= with just elaims but
that the fundamental problems were the probleme of programsing.

¥r. Colomeriz sasksd Lrs. Gustin bow she hed menaged to secure
aprroximately iwmelve hours from radio ZEY solely for an lialisn programme.

Mra. Gustin replied that the time could have been given simply
because others did not went it because of the continual interruptions for the
relay of dog racing and trotiing and resulis.

Mpsa, Quskin said that the programme had bean running twelve months
on 5 Pebruary 1974 and over one hundred thoussnd dollars had been paid to
the ztation in thiz fTime.

Mra. Gustin said th=t sponsora were forthooming and included MHgrant
Advizory Services of the Commeowealth Bank and Bank of Kew South Wales, H.C.F.,
and airlines.

Vg, Zemmit claimed that sponeors for bi-lingual programmee in other
langusges mere also fortheoming tut stations were nol willing to make time
available.

Mr. Bazhar suggested that the Bub. Commiiiee approsch the Broadceasting
Control Bosrd ebout the allseation of frequencies and availsbility of waves on
the A.71. Band.

The Chairmun and others were in asreemsntb.

The Chairman suggested that some ettempt might be made to glucidate
station policy on ethnic broadeasts following claims by members that groups
gould attrect sponacrs bub were depied broadeasting Time.
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Mr. Freedman alse thouzht it =ight be useful to polnt out to the
comeroisl stetions she concentration of ethhnic groupe in Eiven areas.

This informakion wes Evailable [rom the 1971 cenaus.

YMembers zgreed that it migh® be useful to look %o those measures
adopled oversess where ¢able =nd shorl wave had proved popular.

YW, Froedmen zlso meationed the poasibility of locel stations, Tkd
on the 1ines of the BES loeals and financed jolntly by local authorities.
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Aganda Item HWo. 4

Accoas Badio =nd Pelavigion @

The Chaivmsn referred agaln o the aonouncement in The Australian
an 19 January 1074 in which tho Minister for the Medla scught to gouge The
artent of demsnd in the cemmunity for access to the medis and suggested thatb
an oxpression of inierest should be made by the Broadeasbing Sub. Commifbee to
the Doperitmeat of Hediz.

Mr, Troedmsn slzo tocughi thet dhe Bub. Committee might approsch
o, B Moore and fir. 4. Comac of the 88, Redvioda vy of .

It wus thousi® that the seoning lack of response from ethnic groups
might be based cn the feaz of expense iovolved.

tir. Foater sxpleined, howsver, that it was nol envisaged thatl access
genould b2 paid lfor.

W, Tresodmen aoviasd that meeting that proposals and ideas for
sorporste sdveriising for ethnic groups were under wey from other sources.

Mr. Colomeriz said thet surely ths apparent lack of rzesponse o accebe
televieron hy ethniec groups highlighted the lack of communieafion betwean the
ABT and groupe.

&% thiz stage the Cheirman thanked Mz, Foster for his attendance and
the useful informatlion,

Iir. Moster responded, saying that he would formulate socme Turther
thoughts end forward them to the Hub. Committes.

&

Ltpands Item Ho

Dgte and Venue of Nemt Meebing :

e Sub. Copodtize slected o meet on Thursday, 14 February 1974
at 2,00 ..



