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QUESTION 1

The following options for a permanent atructure for ethnic
broadcasting have been discussed. Which of these would you prefer and
why'? \

(a) An organisation wholly finznced and operated by the Government,
fb) A government organisation partially financed by the government
with support from the ethnic commmities both finencially and

through voluntary participation in the operation of the stations.

4-(c) A povernment-owned orgaenisation whaolly financed by advertising
revenue but supported initially by government loans O guarantecs.

(d) Non-profit commmity organisation(s) wholly financed by
commmity subseriptions, sponsorshipa, 1imited advertising or
gope combination of these.

: (e} Commerclal stations operated by privately-owned companies.

QUESTICH 1
Cpticn (C) is our preierence as 4 permanent structure Lol ethnic
Broadecasting.

peasongs for advancing this recommendation are @

1) For more than 20 years ihe sommercial vwiability of Ethnic broadcasting
has been demenstrated successfully in Austrelia.
e have been closely concerned with its operation during that period.
The first Ethnic programiés in this country were created by the
Sydney commercial stalilcn 20H and became so popular that the bulk
of the stabion's night programmes Were devobed exclusively te Zthnic
fepture.As well as attracting & large listening sudience, these
programmes enjoyed =ubstantial commercial suppert snd proyided a
major share of The atation's income,

2y Ethnic brosdcasting is capable of paying its smown way snd should not
ha a drain on Governmen® resOuUTCces. But revenue-produclng DTOETammEs
require broadcasters Lo demonstrate a high degree of professiconalism,
thus attracting creative skills and technical competence, which are
usually lacking in amaceur presentations and wvoluntary efforis.

3) There is sbundant evidence that the major ethnic communities are
auite capasble of crzanising snd supporting high gquality commercizal
programmes.lioreover, they are proud that their commercial self-
cufficiency should allow them To meke a contribution to improving
the amenities availsble to migrant communities,

i)
it

Regarding progspective support from th major c unities,w ;imat

3 : 15 L L e z r ra  estimate

E% t the I@qﬁagn Erugrammve O euid pintribute adverbizing revenue
- ADPTOX. § 250,000 per annum,and Greek programmes & similar amount.

thage figures are based on antual business statistics pertaining To

Station EEE; Eﬁ&ﬂaT.
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QUESTION 2

In the event of the government deciding that
athnic broadeasting should be financed completely or
pertially by contributions from the ethnic comminities,
to what extent would you or Four organisation he prepared
+o contribute funds in one or other of the following ways?

(a) Regular subscriptions.
(b) Sponsarships.

{c} Onee=only donations,

(d) Loans (with or without interest).
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QUESTION 3 !

The governmant feels that there should be ethniec commmity
participation in the rmning and programming of the statlions.

(a) What form of ethnic commmity partieipation would you
recommend in the overall directlon and control of ethnic
broadcasting? It would be helpful if you could relate
your comments to the various organisational options
specifisd in question 1.

{(b) To what extent would you or your organisation be prepared
to provide wvoluntary support to ethnlc broadeasting?
(For example, assistance in copplling community nows,
preparation of tape recordings of music znd interviews,

annoumcide. )=y -

QUESTICN 3 (a)

The Tollowing suggestions are based on experience at Stabion 2CH, which
picneered Ethnic breadcasting in pustralia =nd set a pabtfern that was
approved by the Australian Erosdcasting Control Board, as well a3 being
adopted by stations in other Staves:-

The day-to-day direction of an ethnic radlo station should be vested

in an Ausiralian -born mehager, who has a sympathy with and a wide
understanding of ethnic affairs. It is most esgentisl thet this manager
chould not be identified with the political aspirations of any naticnal

ETolD.

in  e=thnic stabtion's air time should be allobted to communities on a Pro
rata basis according to their numesricsl stremgth within the service area
of the s=tations.Beside giving GThe major naticnal groups a gregter diver-
sity of programming, this would %Tend to maximise the station's income,
because the larger miprant communitiés are undeniably more sophistocated
in commercial matters. Excess revenue from this area could be applied

+o providing programmes for Minor nationgl grouns, .

The sStation. sheuld operste on a cede of programme standards aleocng the
general lines of the exisbing for bilingual programmes laid down oy the
standards AUSTRALIAN BROADCASTING CONTROL BOARD.

Commercial advertising, including spensored sessions and spov participatial
tn be sold in accordsnce with en approved rate card.,
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QUESTION &

Ethnic rtadio is presently oparating in Syéne¥ and
Melbourne. To what exent should it ultimately be extended to
other parts of Australia and how would you recommend that this
be done?

QUESTION 4

The fact that bilingual pommercial radio PrOogramies
sre still popular features in several States suggests that there
may be social pressuras for the wlder dissemination of ethnic
broadecasting peyond Sydney end Melbourne.
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QUESTION 5

Other commente.

CUESTION 5

The major ethalc groups with which we are associabad
heve = keen understanding of the financial demands of ethnic
breoadcasting,

They consider that the Government should not be expected
Lo make a continuing expenditure on this service, unless those
who benefit are prepared to make some contribution,

From leng experience in thig area, they consider that
advertising revenue is the logical method of offsetting the
egtablishment and rumning costs of an ethnic broadcasting
service provided by the Government.

fe gre at the Committee's disposal if further irnfermation
is required,

The Committee 1s probably aware that that ir. Philip Geeves

could give valuable advice cm this matier.Formerly programnme
director of 2CH, Mr. GEEVES orgsnised the I1rst major lineunp of
ethnic programmes on Australlsn radioc.He knows several modern
languages.




