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MIMISTER FCOCR THE MEDIA
CAMBERRA. ACT.

- ¢ URAR 1873

Dear Mr. Klinger,

The Prime Minister has asited me to reply to your letter of
§th Jenmary, 1573, concerning the broadessting of forsign langusge
PrOSrammos

I heve discuseed with the Chairman of the Australian
Broadezsting Control Board the matter you raise insciar as it coocarng
commercial broadcasting atations and I-am informed that statien 2Ky
Sydney recently obtained the epproval of the Board to broadeast inis
type -of bi-lingusl programme to an extent in excess of the maxime of
21 per cent of transmisgion tims gpeeified in the Board's 3roadcasting
Programms Stapdards. Station 2KY now, in fact, broadeasts soze of the
foreign language progromming which was disgontinued by station 2CH.

Although this new arrangement appoars to provide = Batisfectory
solution to the particular proplem in Sydney sentioned in your approach
to the Prime Minister, I intend following up with the Beard the wider
implications of the matter.

The matter of bi-lingual progracming on national gtations
operated by the Australian Broadessting Commission is the subject of @
geparata reply to Fou.

Yours sinserely,

(Douglas MeClellsnd)
Minister for the Mediz
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¢/~ MeCoy, Grove and Atlcinmon,
g2 Eligabeth Street,

EYIWEY N.5.W. 2000




MINIETER FOR THE MEDIA
CAMBERRA, ALCT,

FParliameni House,
CANEBERTA ACT Za00

' A 4 MAY 1o
Dear Mr. Elinger, Y| §
Following my Private Becretary's letter to you on the 1lath

Fobruary, which referred to your letter concerning bi-Ilingual

-

radio programmes, I have now had the opportunity of discussing
the problem poscd with Sir Robert Madgwick, Chairman of the

Mustralisn Brosdeussiing Commission.

The ABC fully recognises itz obligation T consider in ibs
programmes the specific needs of new settlers, and it does this
through its dsily radio programme “"Lewrning E'E’th“ and the
weellly radio programme WBoniaot! {evary Hunday at 1.30 tm from
Radio' 2), wnluh in Lubn discusses problems of all linguistic

gvn1ﬁ¢¢

5ir Robert Madigick has poinicd out to me that 1t is impracticable
0 SUD Ply regular bi-lingusl programmss for s11 thess groups in
sddition fo the ABC's normsl commitments, To gingle oul soms
gthnic communities would lead, 3ir Robert Felt, to Juﬂtlf;cd
diEEﬁt_a_ﬂLLlDﬂ among obhers.

After a thorough investigation of the pressnt sibuziion, the ARC
regrotted thot it canwot extend its efforts in this field,

I trust you will be appreciative of ihe complexity of this
situation, in that there are many national groups now resident in
Augtralias and it would be almost physically impossible to affTord
all of them equal time on the ABO At the same time, I

ahould emphasise it ia tho Gn"ﬂrnmrnt'% policy to gusrantes
complete politiecal snd prosramming independsnce to the Commission,

{imu“= sincerely,

i ifﬂm,uggffpbﬂ_mm__
- {LOUGLAS McCLELLLND)
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golicitors and Hoiarios,
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