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102 south Terrace
J L o BARESTUWN. N.S.W, 2200

27 December, 1972.

Honourable Minister

L.F. EOWen

Fostmester General's Department
Farlisment House

CANIERRA

A.C.T, 2600

" Dear Bir:

I bteg you to tresat this request =s en urgent one.

I, Len: Gustin M.B.E. ("Mamma Lene") apreasl to you with
regerd $o a problem which concerns &1l migrant groups in
Australia.

At the end of January, 1973 all bilingual programmes will
be discontinued cn Yedic Station 2CH Sydney snd sll migrant
listeners will be deprived of the entertainment and source
of informetion which they have enjoyed until this moment.

Tt is now 14 years since I started my Italien programmes
on Station 2CH snd on other stations 2 years before then,
end I em deeply consciocus of the need of the members of
the migrent communities to bte sble to¢ relex after work to
the sound of music of thelr nstive land and to be able %o
listen to news in thelr own language.

Notwithstanding the fmect that the bilingusl programmes earn
the station over $200,000.00 per snnum, the station has
decided to cancel “hcm with the result that the newly

arrived migrants will be left without & word of comfort,

o Taot which will inverisbly lemd to & general demoralization
in the migrant communlties.

The purpose of my appesl to you, Nr. LFowen, is to seek your
and your Party's support to enable & proposed Company %o

be formed by myself and 81l the directors of btilingual radio
prograrmes snd the director of the Itelien newspaper La Fiamma,
for the purpose of obtaining the Broadcasting licence which
hes been allocated to the Sydney area.

On the basls that you snd your perty have always shown to
be deeply swere of the needs of migrents and have in fact
amctively promoted their interests, I feel confident that
you will be able to help this venture.
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It goes without saying thet your help will attasct the
goodwill of =1l the migrant groups.

It is proposed to broadecast for 18 hours per day as
followa: -

(&) From 5.008.m. t0 4.00p.m. - items of scciel,
religious and commerciel interest (exclusively
in the English lengusge) with international
rusic if s0 required by the mauthorities.

(B) From 4.00p.m. t0 12,00midnight - bilingual
prograrmes (Greek, Italian, Spenish, French,
Keltese, etc.)

It is propozed to create & comprehensive programme covering
the interest of all migrant groups, so thet listeners of

all nationalities cen enjoy broadcasts in their owvn language.
Ve must, at all costs, aveid & situation where Australis
will become & totalitarian state looking to the migrant

only as & source of labour and not providing him with any
comfort in the situstion where he does hot spesk, or fells
to properly understand the English lengusge.

This decision is a fundsmentsl one, the impect of which
will not be felt until e leter time.

This, therefore, is my aim:

1. To obtain the Ercadcastiing ILicence for the Sydney
area or immediate access to the availabllity of
radio time for btilingual programmes.

Z2a To ereate 8 company to be called, subject to approval,
"hadico Internationsl Fiemma Fty. Ltd." to be financed
entirely with Austrelian capitel, and to be managed
by & sultebly competent Australian so thet =11 the
guidelines of the Austr-lian Ercadeesting Commisaion
can be adhered to.

3 "hadio Internationsl Fiamma Fty. Ltd." would broadcast
rrogrammes of & bilingual neture between 4,00p.m.
end midnight with the rest of the time being taken
upr by English languege progremmes with commercisl
content.

4. All equipment is to be Austrelisn snd to be mantained
by Australien technical staff.

This projeet will mark & new stepr in the history of Australien
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immigretion. The benefieciml effect on migrents whoe can
enjoy their own programmes will no doubt reflect itself
in better understanding snd a happler disposition.

I heve pleasure in informing you thet the followling
managers of bilingusl programmes have signalled thedir
interest =nd approval:

Con Sahar Greek programme
lra. Zammit ¥altese programme

Hanagers of bilingusl programmes on Redio Station 2CH
. in other lenguages will slso partecipate.

I trust that the above will be teken into consideration
by you and should any points need clerification, please
do not hesitate to contect me.

Youre sincerely,

Cav. Lena Guetin M.E.E.
(Mamme Lens)

Coples: Frime Minister G. VWhitlam - Canberrs
Hinister of Immigration ¥r. A. Grassby - Canberra
Leader of the Opposition Mr. W. Snedden = Canberra
Ambassador of Itely Ir. F. Canali - Canberra
H,5.,W. Fremier Fr. Askin - FPerliement House Sydney



