OISCUSSICH B THE MEDTA RCLEASE BY THE FEDSEATION OF THE AUSTIALTAN CRAIEFCIAL
TEL EVISTON STATIONS,

Th= Faderation of Australian Uommarcial Teleylsion Stations has
cellied on the Covormment to positpone the introduction of Ethnlc Telsvislon,
It has described the introductan af euch soervlces an "arecipitous™ and
veed Lk comclderation of eliermativo methods®: 1t has skatsd that "very
" 1i+Hle research inka the actual ne=ds of Ethaic '_:mu;:m pppears o havs been
coaaissionod"y it has spokan adout tho risk of “pormpatuatung seoregation
instead of fostering sssimilatlos and in t:r;,r'a'_l:im“; it has exprossed Fear

af tha "commzrcisl involvanment”.

Let us deal vwitih thoso icmediste staten=nis of F.A.C.T.5. befors
tackling the othsr issuss raised in the pagem.

The descripticn of "'-:Ivrgr;i_-:.itsus" of an sction teken 22 yvearz= =Fter ths
introduction of t=2levision [r11{1mr1 t= were erriving at thae =sfousl rate of
almost 200,000 twenty years ago)] would se=a to reveal that the Australian
Commercinl Television Stations opver considered, even academically, a special
kind of serfice for thas two-mlllicn adult residents whose first language was
not English, To stats that altemmative mathods are not being consldered
confirms the abova, THEY WOLAD HAVE OTHERYISE PROVINGED TEE EXPERDMENTAL
FORS OF SPECINALISED PROGHAMRING FOR "ETHNIC COUMMLMWITIES® IMSTEAD OF TALKIM
ASCUT ALTERNATIVES,

Thz Cosmersial Television Stations fowtbed claim that litile research
hes been commissioned to discovsr what tha needs of the communities really ars,.
Acaing 1t se=ms as AF FLAWC.T.5., whishes 1o undsrline its total ignorancs
of ona of the most incredible demogreshic and sociologicsl phenomana occurred
irf Australis. In onze office alone thers is o petition with 20,000 signatures
acking for some soccer matches to be scresned other than from Great Britadn,
Even sush simmls and basic rogusst {doveld of great technical problems or

coste) has aluays been completely ignored,
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& similarly innorant annroach is at tha baszis of FoAC.T.5.!
rF."F-.'-_'rEﬂl'lce o "esagrogation” as against "assimiletion and integretion™: we
are not culie suro wiere the spokesman of Fah,C.T.D. has been 1lving over the
past 20 vears fot to know that assimlilation a3 a esncept s Seon Buried:
Ehat integraticn means respecting other peonla's characteristics, and that
the broadcast or tcolecast in languages other than Englisa has a Sroadening
and not a restrictive sffect on the adnds of peonle. But sven 1F 1t were an
impediment to integration, which it isat; psychisirlsts nould sti1l recommend
it because it is a safsbty valye for the mantal end emoflsnal boalth of a
praat number of pocple. Ya are now, in Tact; aporoachlng a tise when the
early post-war immicrants [end wa are talking in %=ms of lwendred of thousands)
are getting on in y=ars, In tha "oldsr" comaunitl=s, some 30 yeoars of
rosidence in Australis have advanced tha aga of tha original immigrants into
the 50-50 bracket, This means that bhers iz s crowing nusser of penslonars;
many of wnom are wldowed, soms invalld, A larga numbar of them are forced
to 1#ve 1n relative dsclation shildren and grendochildren having moved awsy
and monetary restriztions often meking it necessary o move into B samll
unit in a strange a=ighbourtiood, Such enforced Seclusion and withdrewel
fron soclaty, toghthior with the agoeralated syvmotoms of regrassion into tha
past, result in faelings of lanaliness and often despair, Redio and Television
proorenFes can play an enormiously important role, providing moral susport
and powfort, particulsrly since reminiscence servos an Imoortant functdion
in the aldarly and is inteogral a4 this level of gne's 1ife. In holping them
ta prelive the=ir pont, ouch programess hslp the slderly to meintain thedr
zznza of salf-osteoom,.
Many of them axporionze, at this stage of thair Idves, the desire to go back
Thoas" oven though they mey not have thougitt ahout it for many “active years".
This désire to "retum home" con ba batbter satisfiad by =go=ire to the
"ald culture”, "imoges from hom=", “sounds Tron home® than by an ectusl
returm. Sccause Austrelis is whers homa is nor, sxcept thet 1t lacks sone
puliusyl connotations whose gbssnce is becondind] incressingliy ocbhvious.
If thesme peaple wers to go back |:E.inl:E the questicn of monsy has be=n

brought forward) the loss to Austrelia in sheer exporintion of léfe zsvings

The comarcial stations, ceenlngly concomed with limsguistie ghatios
tnday, have ectuslly never procduced or broadoast any sincle programme which
would give credetce to thedr sanizss ob social reoooosibility toward those

who, in fact, were forced by then to live in chetitos bullt arcurnd ti'tlam by

of =l
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the lack of wunderstanding or cara for thairs lingeisiic oand culitural problems,

r__.
One 1s inc<graoly driven o concivde that this "concerm®™ eculd be related
to 'I;J1e1|:|.:ussihla Wemmmareial favalvemsat™ of ethnic television,

Yeo avisn on this scoss FADTE fells o assess oefual ities: the
gmount of now adverkising stimulated by sthnic televislon could, on its
own, Jjustlfy the presence of a new telsvision nstwork,

In its atiempt (D prove why TGinic Television should os posthonad,
FACTS atatss that £4.2 per cent of the ifoial Australisn population watchas
mors than 3.5 hours of television g wesk and that the percentsge of Southsm
Europsans [i,n.g largest ethnic croup apart from tha anglosaxon] watching it is
sven higher: 71.5% {pec hail Anderson), FASTS conss to ths conclusion thet
this proves there ia no need for specialisad telsvisicn for them since theay are
, 8lready enjoying it as £t is.

ve wiil accept those figuras, as guobed, bub affer different
intarpretations: on the one hand it's m=inly the children wha tum the T.V,
set on, this eapecislly =o in an "ethaic" household whars the adults doan'*t
know Emglish well enocughy often enough thoy are busy doing soosthing =lse,
or recelving visitors and inculpge in aduli=isik—ir-o=ioreicrn-=-leageago [ﬂﬂ‘.‘.
guite the right cua of tea for LTivmir I::hﬁ-'.fi‘i'ﬂ"-:'i, dnd the chilerocn Find tha
TV, set a ples=ant sscape;  thelr paronts have no conorol over such occourances
for the reazon eited, What elzo hapoens iz that peoszls wino don® € know English
gre =0 desperets that they will vy and g=t someihing out of fhe visuel
quality of television anywuy. A3 to how ruch thay get out of it (both in
reference to contont and lengusge) is greatly debatabla,

Let us nod coms to the chjscZon et the future generstisns of
Austrelians may not be intersstad in "foregen longuanges®; such statement
prosumes that migration will cessa and that interest in "foredign languages
st desline, IT we wers to indulge in =uch crystal=bDall gazing we should
say that, slnoce statisticsl projections ses a great decroamse in the natural
groweh of tho Australisn population, FACTS should consider closing onag of

its stations and offer its vecatad freopusacy to £.06.5.

St M., al=o considersd quite gratultous FACTG' statomont
hat some unaamzed "lzading educationallsts" are concemmedt phout tha
lusming difficuliies encountared by children in Temilies wners 1itcle or
no English is spoken, The suparTiciallty of thls stetement is abhorrent:
G, E.B.A.0., sungzsts that FoALC.T.5, iswmersly trying to scorse a debating
point. First of all, in most"advanced"countries (and that includas Tha
United Etatas.ljnnndﬁ] it has bzcn found that the lsarndng of & second
longuags is actus™” T ~=wmd knowledge of ocne's own

original - T-in the regular
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Tha USA, Cznada pnd othor covntriss have, in fact, acceptad the principle

1
of tolpvlizion stations broodecazbing in langusges other then Emglish,

Finallvy Fel,CueT.5,. would bhave to sxplain wshy hundreds of thousands
of texpayers, aftor eight, nins or tan hours of work in & factory, should try
grnd spussze their brains in crder to get 2 lauch out of S=ony HL1Y when Be
or she, could eo egsily, sit back, relex and onloy Fermandel? S Popofi?

Or Herling Mercur:i? F,4,0,7,.5, would al=oc have o exglaln why it should

ba considared offensive for someonz to fune in and listen to poebry reading

in Italioan or German or Fronzh AfF that pecson is not interested in what heppens
in the streets of San Flancisco?

Coanercial =stations will have s hard time tryding to convinge us
that, by tning 1nto their chsansls, w8 are sxposed o a procsss of "Australls—
nization™, The sombors of SE2AD suggask that it is much eore relevant o
Australian chlldren to be exzposed to Ucrainian legends, Greex myths, Slavonic
dancing and Asian cultures than o the inanitiss of Amarican suburtdis or the

viplenen aof = more urban Ansrican enwvironmant,

These are tha real fects. IF ths commercial stetions are afrsid
of lo=ing a slice of ths rich commercizl cake, 311 ey have to do is
sparten up snd mabke sures they don't miss Loz bus: or doay' & Ehey beliove in

competition?




