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The club that dled of shame

From pege 27
agalnst the security of the cleh's
freazhald,

Almost from the start. however,
the club began defaulting on its
repayments — [ was running at a
Ioss, needed another 34 piillion to
rebuild and rofurbish’ its rundown
premisas, and had no money to
pay off the mortgage. This week,
with its debt ballooned to more
than 57 million, the Monta del
Faschl finaly ran out of patience.

“We recognise the importance
of the club to the |tallan commu-
nity hare,” sald the naw maniging
director, Giorglo Guano, sent to
Australla a year ago to shit down
the bank’'s fAedgling branch not-
work and write off had debts
rumoured to tobal tens of millkons
of dollrs.

“We hawe done mors than most
to Keep the club'sfoat, bot we miest
protect the intorests of our share-
holdars. The clul ks in 8 very sedous
situation. It cannot stand up and is
not oven capable of mesting =
day-to-day oblgations,”

Theme were other dobts, too,
The bank 'had lent  another
S500,000 or o to three directors
to pay for improvements to the
clubhopse, and s pow suing to
recoser the money, They intond to
fight the cass. Ona of tha thres, 5
ualkder named Ron Orsti, who
wiies the club's last president, lost
hle business and was driven Into
anlkruptcy.

Therm is afso somothing of &
mystary surrounding enother
SE00.000 or S0, ralssd in debens
turos from the club's members, who
now seem unflkely ta be repald.

Mr Mann, the administrator,
sayE: “Somea of them [the amounts |
were a bit questionable - they wisne
for jobs dope of work pedormed.
The records are 8 it heey.”

The bank's decision has trig-
garedan extraordinary outbreak of
rectiminations, accusations and
lesgtal action. Almost  sveryone
Interviawed for this article has had
nla life threatensd. There ane ot
loast sin claims before the courts
segking the recovery of maoney —
incleding 517,000 said to be
missing from a trist account — and
gamagzes for defamation. Trade
creditors are  clamouring  for
another 5350,0040.

& new professional manager was
brought in fate last wear who
apruced up the premises, but ailed
to cndear himself to the members
wifian he ashed tham to use English
Irstead of Itadlan in thedr club. Tony
Jefieott doparted after five months
for tha Rooty Hill RSL and says: |
am just happy to e working now in
n place where things ame done
professionally, | can't balleve this
can be happenlng [the Apia Club
going broke] at a time  when
clubland §s golng  through  the
Bigpest boom of all time."

A series of desperation messures
n recant months did nothing to
myerse the club's terminad decline,
Thechub gave awey wine, prizes and
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maoneay for the poler machines, says
John Szetn, who was Apla’s last

finence  maneger. “Petty cash™
used to wine and dine patrons want
up to 55,000 a wesh

“We were giving away bottles of
champagne, maals — you name It—
bt nothing worked. In the end,
the club went on a spending sprea
wa couldn't afford and the losses
just kept ascelerating”

In December, nomally the cluin’s
most profitable month, the loases
hit & record %82 000, and it was
obwioes to John Mann thut tha and
was In slght.

fnd now the questions begin —

guestions about whather the
avthorities, the police and the
Uguor Adminlatration Board, all of
whom were weall aware of the
problems, should have done more to
probe the club. ARPLA has bDeen
frequently prosacuted for breaches
of the Licensing Act - offances such
as underage dinking gnd disturl
Ing the peace — but more sarlous
allegations of miscopduct  have
resubted in no acstion.

Spagnolo was particularly tena-
cios. He spent 525 000 on legal
fees and wrote to everyone from
than-pramler Nick Grelnar to the
police, newspapers, and the Cor-
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1T wais o olEhtmsre; the worse Mather's Day quting of my 21
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OUR entrees were nverage, the main meals — the best way to
- Weconld Irave got a hetrer meal

=B, M.

THE meat wouldn'’t be it for a2 dog and the chips were cold.

How could you exjpcﬂ a child to eaf (his rubbish. The p.m::hu:#: '

wizleftin the pool room with flies all overik -

WE were imformed that the meals wonld be served-ar 12,30 pm
— the entree did pot areive unfil 215 pmoand the muin course
not until 3.15/pm — but the chicken was blond red, the pork
underdone, the pasta cold mil the potatoes hird as rocks.- D, P.

WHAT we thought was going 1o be 8 wonderful day tnmed into
a dizaster. The service 2nd the meal were dispusting, Tt was our
firstmeal gt the Api und certuinly oorlast L wonld oever have
expected a club wath your years of service and expericnce io
serve meels of this ratore =L T.
THE children’s feod was dispusting, The meat was like
compressed dog fated and the chips greased in nil. o
THEERE waza teay - of tripe it looked like it was cooked abont
ek o und the th_d. wus hormible: The rést ot the dishes did
not look appetising. 1 paid 810150 and none of vy were h:lpE{
wilh the meal und left the club to go and have pizza.

* Extra=ted froom Jepterss=n1 tn b= oinhoidier Bsrvenrs Mother's Ty lumch:

. OB 'n'rltﬂr alleges the pannetone was lefi |'IE1'E' I:h the fifes.

porate Affalrs Commiselon. as well
a5 the Liguor Adminlstration
Board, the Indusiry watchdog
wilch, he says, has a fat ille on the
club. MHothing happened.

No doubt spurred into action by
Franca Arens —wha telephonad his
office and has threatened to call
for a fullscale investigation In
Pardlament — the Minister For
Gaming and Racing, Mr Richard
Face, sont an investigator to the
clulr last weak, A spokesman for
e minlster said the celub's
financos ware now being Investi-
gated to see whether thera wers
Erounds for prosecution, buot he
had no idea why previous com-
plaints had not besn acted on.

A5 the coontdown ocontinued
towards next Friday's creditors'
maseting, there saamad little hope
that the APIA Club could be saved,
The wvultures began to gathar.

Sky TV amdved to.cut off the
racing channal, ons of the club's
fow moncy-spinners, bocause the

. fes had not besn pald since

Movember, Br Mann's men came
to count the chaire and the
cutlery, the only hope the credl-
tors have of getting a few cents in
the dollar,

The only consolation is that the
club has a now chef and tha food in
tha downstalrs blstro — four varlet-
&5 of pasta; a rolked mcest of veal,
whitebalt fritfers were among the
offarings — le now both chesp snd
tasty, i a sampling kst week is
anything to go by,

Unfortunately, thera wes hamdly
anyone thers to enjoy It After that
Mother's Day disaster, most poople
nevar came back Sydney's Innes-™
wiest [tallae commundty is now, ina
final Irony, more likely o be fowend
drinking, dining amd playing the
pokermachines with their World
War |l anamies at the Five Dock RSL
than at e cluby their friends apd
fathers foamded 440 yoars ago.




