Apathy kills bid
to save Apia Club

Closed . tha Apia Club
By NIGEL VINGENT

A GROTP of wealthiy busi-
neEsmean hasg 'pUJJEﬂ out of &
deal to save Sydney's Apia
Club  theee monbhs - afler
apreslinge b buy It

The coliapse of tha 535 milk-
ling deal could =ee Lhe clislre
af Leichhardt institotion, The
[Paily TiadosTaph s bearnod,

The nailding would be Lurned
intn A restnumnt and funetion
T

Furnltore retaller Mok Scall,
ane ol 10 busines=men whi
agreod to buy the cliub lass July,

siid the decision tpoll oot nndg
Tegall tha H'l]‘l’[‘-"l'ls WAS MALT RE
A meeting 10daFs Ao,

A 1T-member comniitiee set
upy Loy [nalise the purclizse
experienced o “chmnge  of
heart!; Mr Scall said.

“Ii- has not oom B roRlly
enthnskastic projest,” he sald

“There are a lew older mein-
bem of the ILaiian oommEnity
whowonbd Iove to hovea clob to
g0 to but that 15 not cnongh o
Justifyic.

YThe younpger goneration are
nol worried — they all belohg Lo
nether clubs”

Whaen the deal was on. .

Mr Eonli said the purchnse
shonuld be seitled In-a few daFs.

It wns always the intention of
thie basines: groap Lo reopen te
cluh, but Intapreat [bom members
was "l very ool he sadd.

BAr Scall conlirmed anly one
purty wiss involved in nego
tintinns and eny profis from the
rosaic would g0 to charlity.

Hiverwood businessman Fili-
ppo Navarrs 18 understond to
be interested in buying thealub
for ampnd 52 millian.

Hi= sob Sal gaid his (bmily
wiold “love™ Lo buy the alub.

I Lhey wianl Lo sell it in fove

businsssmen who wara o rescus fhe club

yeaes, U years or two wrnnks
Hme, we Wil stop in.” ha 551d

The bullding would continie
&8 A club only I tliere was
sullicienl inlerasl.

“We sould keep it e o club or
mike it into & beautiful roes
Taurant ooen ta sha poislle,” Mr
Navarro aald

The ¢lub’s peaale = another
Pacisgdl im Lhe 28year-old build
ing's colpurful post, after yoars
of erippiing decling,

With %5 million debis the
glul was ordered to close Dy
Ttalian bank Monle Paschi TH
Slenn sk My,




