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EEF Kooringal Road,
Waggs Wagga, 2650.
To MAMMA LENA and the L 27th December, 19590,

Apia Club, Sydney.

Dear ILadies,

Several days ago I gsigned a Petition at my daughter's
home in Wagga Wagga, protesting againat any move To withdraw the
Italian langnage from High Schools.

As a teacher in State Schools for almost 40 ¥Years, I have taught
many children of Italian birth and ancesiry and enjoyed assoclating
with their parents sccially. 1 realise the great contribution made by
Ttalian migrants since the early years of Australia's development
znd feel ashamed that anyone would even think about withdrawling
+that besutiful langusge from our schools. I fear that this is just
another step to "Asianise" our country. I deplore the inpult which I
consider has been offered to the Italian community. Also, as a third
generation of European origin, I am angry at the politicians and
bureaucrate who are asgociated with this proposal.

Accordingly, I have written letters of protest to (i) our State
parliamentary representative, Mr. Joe Schipp; (1i) Mr. Wal Fife, our
Federal Member for Hume; (iii) the President of Wagga International
Clob, Mrs Boughton. My daughter had copiea of the FPetition made by
photostat and I have distributed them To the pecple to whom I have
written. My f¥iends and acguainftances of Italian origing are Justly
angry at the situation indicated above and are busily engaged in
gaining support for your (and our) protests.

I have telephoned Daniela Nobilio of the Apia Club, and Margaret
Reardon of the Wagsa Ethnie Community Council. As time permits, I hope
to penerate more support locally and I wish you every BUCCESE in
your protests against this project. Regrettably, I do not speak
Italian, but in my hobby activities as an Amateur Radio Operator, I
make contacts with radio men in Italy from time to time.

Eeat wishes to you all for the New Year in 19390,

Tours sincerely,

J%;M(\'

o —

Rex C, Black.
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MIMISTER OF EDUCATION ' i
CANBERRAA AGCT. 2600 3 ' A

TO MR GRAHAM SIMS/EXECUTIVE OFFICER '
REVIEW COMMITTEE of MODERN LANGUAGES s TRAUL T o O T R e

IN HIGHER EDUCATION R T TR
SYDNEY N.SW. e
Denr Sir,
RAARMA LEMA with he LADIES COMMITTEE of tho APIA CLUB, Indignantly « i+ L f
PROTEST'
againsl he Fadernl and Siale Govarnmenl's inlenlions of withdrowing the [TALIAN LANGUAGE om High Schools,
whiilst lavnuring the Asian Languages, German and Franch.l crrip s sherer T iebnfieed d0F B

_ THESE INTEMTIONS ARE OFFEMSIVE
i Hee huediods and thousands of ITALIAMS, who wilh thoir greal ollorts and work:have contributed graeily 1o Yuosirallan
davelopimant, spacilically during hecditlicull Immigralion yearsaitalizng, whohave wehosen:this country, so arfrom
their homalaned, bringing :[r:hnr}?.q in cullure, economy And historlcal prasligs, cannol allow dhal thalr ehlidran: (orget

thndr mcller fngun |

WE CANMNOT ALLOW THIS TO HAPPEN BECAUSE o R |

1. [TALIAM Is an unsinkable basis of humanlstle. cullure I the nu]h.rral evolullon not only European bt
worldwlide, e T

2. Aller English, lallan is the EEI:D[HJ mosl difused IalquEga In .ﬂ.ualralla Inls EHEII].r learnl and Is a polenlial
ingtrument of conlact with studenis and the various working categeorles of non Mallan extradition,
3. Flnally the lalian language s the language ol a nalion thal ls one of 1hestrongesl eunnnmit.allg,r In tho
world, and Is one whose role is very.slgnificant In the EUROPEAN UNIFICATION. -1 .-
With this prolesl we do nol Inlend thel ITALIAN take the positlon of another language. VWe aro awarn of
HLE necessity of the F'mlstn Inanguages, bul we wr.lull:l lkn thal ﬂlnﬂnﬂul tho ruul thorowaould nlao !m DANTE'S
Language. (1% S
THIG 15 WHY ITALIAN SHOULD HOT BE WITHDRAWHN FROM {]U!'I 5C HEFDLE — UHDER HO CIRC Ui‘dET.ﬁ.HEE'I!I
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